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In Portugal the League was more fortunate than
in Spain, and early established a factory at Lisbon.
From this port they traded with the Mediterranean,
and came in contact with the flourishing Italian com-
mercial republics, as well as with the products of the
Levant and India, for which Italy was the sole market.
But the Italian trade was chiefly in the hands of the
South German cities, such as Augsburg, Ulm, and
Nuremberg, and the wares were transported by land.
These cities formed a counter league among .them-
selves, which, though in a measure affiliated to the
Hansa, was never quite an integral part. Their sole
object was the Levant and Italian trade. Already in
the thirteenth century they had a depot at Venice,
the far-famed Fontego de' Tecleschi, which visitors to
Venice behold to this day as one of the most lovely
palaces abutting on the Grand Canal. This factory,
however, was very differently constituted from that of
other cities. The League never obtained a monopoly
or special privileges in Italy. The Fontego at Venice
was merely the warehouse or dwelling-house of the
German traders, without any internal jurisdiction or
president.

They were permitted to sojourn with their wares at
stated times in Venice, received on their arrival the
keys of the fifty-six rooms of the building, which on
their departure they had to re-deliver to the Vene-
tian authorities. In course of time the Germans,
gaining refinement and acquiring a love of art from
their Italian intercourse, spent large sums in decorating
and adorning this palace, which, however, never passed
into their real possession. Three Venetian citizens,